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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1,3-32 

pages 

pages 2 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 15 December 2004 (15.12.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



. , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



1-36 



filed with the letter of 21 April 2005(21.04.2005) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1/10-10/10 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



mt filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

m , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard, to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

1 1 the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
LZ3 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

1 I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

1 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

1 I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I 1 the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: BOX IV. 3. 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: EP0843230 A, CANON Information Systems, 28 Sept 

1999, 1999-09-28 
D2 : US 5960204 A, JD Edwards World Source Company, 

20 May 1998, 1998-05-20 

Lack of unity of invention 

The application lacks unity of invention (PCT Rule 
13.1) for the following reason: 

Subject 1: 

A method for loading programme data for a graphic 
user interface for diagnosing a printer or copier 
problem (claims 1-18) . 

Subject 2; 

A method for generating a graphic user interface 
for a printing or copying system (claims 19-36) . 

1 . The corresponding technical features in claims 
1, 17 and 19, 3 6 are: 

"a method for transferring data from a data 
processing unit of a copier to an operating unit in 
which operating or diagnostic functions are 
executed in order to operate or diagnose a problem 
with the copier". 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: BOX IV. 3. 



These features are already known from Dl 
(column 13, lines 42 to 52; column 14 , lines 39 
to 49) . Therefore, these features are not based on 
a single general inventive concept (PCT Rule 13.1). 



2.1 Re. subject 1: 

Dl describes a method for loading programme data 
for a graphic user interface for operating and/or 
diagnosing a problem with an electrophotographic 
printer or copier (column 14, line 22 to column 15, 
line 11) , 

in which method, first data in a first memory area 
of a control unit of a printer or copier is 
transferred from the control unit to the operating 
unit using a browser-programme module run by an 
operating unit of the printer or copier (column 14, 
lines 2 to 10) , 

the first data containing at least information 
concerning at least one programme module required 
to generate operating and/or diagnostic functions 
(column 11, lines 32 to 37; column 12, lines 25 
to 29) . 

The special technical features of subject 1 which 
make a contribution to the prior art are as 
follows: 



2. 
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Continuation of: Box I V . 3 . 



with the aid of the operating unit it is 
checked whether programme data containing the 
required programme module is contained in a 
second memory area of the operating unit in 
which programme data can be stored and read out 
independently of the network address; 
when there is no programme data with the 
required programme module in the archive-buffer 
memory, programme data is transferred from a 
further memory area of the control unit to the 
operating unit and stored in the archive-buffer 
memory, instructions in the required programme 
module being carried out by the operating unit. 

2.2 Re* subject 2: 

Dl also describes a "method for generating a 
graphic user interface for a printing or copying 
system (column 13, lines 42 to 52), 

2.2.1 in which method, first data for generating a 
graphic user interface is stored in a memory area 
of a first data processing unit of the printing or 
copying system; 

2.2.2 the first data is transferred to a second 
data processing unit for operating the printer or 
copier, said second data processing unit being 
connected to the first data processing unit via a 
data line (column 14, lines 2 to 10; column 14, 
lines 3 9 to 49; figures 1 and 3) , 
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2.2.3 the first data is processed by the second 
data processing unit; 

2.3.5 the second data processing unit executes a 
display programme module which processes the first 
data (column 14, lines 11 to 21); 

2.3.6 second data is stored in a second memory area 
of the first data processing unit, said. data being 
transferred to the second data processing unit and 
being processed thereby, at least one operating 
function and/or diagnostic function being developed 
for operating and diagnosing a problem with the 
printing or copying system (column 14, line 22 to 
column 15, line 11)" . 

The special technical features of subject 2 which 
define the contribution made by claims 18 and 34 to 
the prior art are as follows : 

at least the second data is transferred with 
the aid of a "Remote Method Invocation" 
communication; 

with the aid of the "Remote Method Invocation" 
communication, statements relating to a "Simple 
Network Management" protocol are transferred. 

The special technical features of subjects 1 and 2 
are different. Consequently, the inventions in 
subjects 1 and 2 are not linked by a single general 
inventive concept. 
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( To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of: Box IV . 3 . 

3. In addition, the inventions in subjects 1 and 2 
are not linked by corresponding general special 
technical features : 

the objective technical problem to be solved by 
the special technical features in claim 1 can 
be considered that of reducing the amount of 
programme data to be transferred (page 4, 
lines 2 to 6) . 

the objective technical problem to be solved by 
the special technical features in claim 19 can 
be considered that of securing the 
communication between the first and second data 
processing units (page 11,. lines 26 to 37) . 

These problems are different. Consequently, the 
inventions in subjects 1 and 2 do not involve any 
corresponding special technical features. 

4. The inventions in subjects 1 and 2 do not 
contain any like or corresponding special technical 
features. There is thus no technical link between 
those inventions. 

Consequently, the requirement for unity of 
invention (PCT Rule 13.1 and 13.2) is not 
satisfied. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
1. Independent claims 1 and 17 

The subject matter of claims 1 and 17 meets the PCT 
requirements in respect of novelty and inventive 
step (PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 

1.1 The subject matter of claims 1 and 17 discloses the 
fact that the programme data can be stored and read 
out independently of the network address, but does 
not indicate what network address is meant here. 

It is assumed that the programme data is stored in 
and read out from the archive-buffer memory 
independently of the network address of the printer 
or copier (page 20, lines 21 to 23) . 

1.2 The subject matter of claim 1 differs from Dl in 
that : 

1.2.2 with the aid of the operating unit it is 

checked whether programme data containing the 
required programme module is contained in an 
archive-buffer memory of the operating unit in 
which programme data can be stored and read out 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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from independently of the network address; 

1.2.3 when there is no programme data with the 

required programme module in the archive -buf f er 
memory, programme data is transferred from a 
further memory area of the control unit to the 
operating unit and stored in the archive-buf f er 
memory, instructions in the required programme 
module being carried out by the operating unit. 

The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the objective technical problem of reducing 
the amount of data to be transferred (page 4, 
lines 2 to 6) . 
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A person skilled in the art concerned with the 
objective technical problem of interest would seek a 
solution in the field of client-server methods for 
data transfer and would thus consult document D2 
(column 1, lines 49 to 55) . 

Document D2 describes the following features: 

a client processing unit which checks whether 
the client memory already contains the requisite 
programme modules (column 5, lines 61 to 67; 
figure 2, 265, figure 3) ; 

the requisite programme modules that are not 
present in the client processing unit are 
transferred from a memory area of the server 
processing unit (column 6, lines 8 to 33) . 

Document D2 does not, however, disclose an archive- 
buffer memory of the operating unit, in which 
programme data can be stored and read out from 
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2.1 



independently of the network address of tlie printer 
or copier. 

As a result of this archive-buffer memory, it is not 
necessary to re-transfer the programme data when a 
second printer of the same design is connected or 
when the printer has a different network address 
(page 21, lines 9 to 24) . 

Although the network address is a generally known 
parameter which is easy to determine, its specific 
use in order to reduce the amount of data to be 
transmitted, as in the application, is not mentioned 
in D2 or in any other prior art document . 

The subject matter of claim 1 thus meets the PCT 
requirements in respect of novelty and inventive 
step . 

The subject matter of claim 17 corresponds to that 
of claim 1 and therefore likewise meets the PCT 
requirements in respect of novelty and inventive 
step . 

The present application does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claims 2 and 18 does not involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

The subject matter of claims 2 and 18 discloses a 
" service and monitoring computer" and an "operating 
unit", but does not provide any details concerning 
the technical differences between these units. 



Consequently, the "service and monitoring computer 7 
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and the "operating unit" are both regarded as 
computers with operating and diagnostic functions. 

In comparison with the subject matter of claim 1, 
the subject matter of claim 2 contains the following 
features : 



2.2.1 a "service and monitoring computer" which is 
connected to the copier. This feature is known from 
Dl (Dl, column 13, lines 42 to 52; column 14, 

lines 39 to 49) ; 

2.2.2 the "service and monitoring computer" allows an 
operator to modify settings and allows the 
parameterisation of the same operating actions as 
with the aid of an operating unit connected to the 
control unit of the copier. 

The present invention can thus be considered to 
address the problem of allowing flexible operation 
of the copier. 

Dl allows an operator to carry out remote diagnosis 
and remote monitoring of the copier (column 13, 
lines 7 to 9; figure 17) and more particularly to 
transfer information to the copier (column 8, 
lines 43 to 47) . Dl also indicates that various 
operating units ("workstations" figure 119) can 
execute Java applets for remote diagnosis and remote 
monitoring of the copier ("workstation 9", column 7, 
lines 21 to 23, figure 5, "workstation 1", column 7, 
lines 37 and 38, figure 7) . 

In comparison with Dl, a person skilled in the art 
would regard the additional features in claim 2 as a 
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routine design measure. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 2 does not 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

The subject matter of claim 18 corresponds to the 
subject matter of claim 2 and therefore does not 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

3 . The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33 (1) because the 
subject matter of claims 19 and 36 does not involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33 (3) ) . 

3.1 The passages of Dl cited in respect of claim 1 are 
also relevant to the subject matter of claim 19. 

Dl also discloses the transfer of SNMP information 
between the first and second processing units 

(column 9, lines 11-10; column 11, lines 33 to 37; 

figure 3 54) . 

The subject matter of claim 19 therefore differs 
from that known from Dl in that: 

at least the second data and the SNMP statements are 
transmitted with the aid of a "Remote Method 
Invocation" communication. 

The application description indicates that "Remote 
Method Invocation" makes possible secure 
communication between the processing units (page 11, 
lines 26 to 37) . 

The application does not, however, contain any 
technical, details that would make it possible to 
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achieve this communication security. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 19 does 
not make a technical contribution to the prior art 
and does not involve an inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)). The subject matter of claim 36 corresponds 
to the subject matter of claim 2 and therefore does 
not involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 
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